
"Just Put on a Happy Face"

So, can you hear me singing this title as I type it out now?  "Gray skies are
going to clear up, put on a happy face ... and spread sunshine all over the place,
just put on a happy face."  I guess you have to be as old as me, old as dirt, to
remember that one.

I came across an intriguing piece of news about those not "old as dirt"
putting on "happy faces" in this day and age.  Did you know a growing number of
lawyers, bankers, stockbrokers and salespeople are having botox shots to
shape their faces into poses of tranquillity.

With just a few injections, they are wiping away frowns, scowls and the
appearance of weariness, and replacing them with effortless smiles.  Those
perpetually happy faces beam at arrogant bosses, annoying underlings,
obstinate clients, resistant customers, skeptical juries and everybody else, even
if the person behind the face is really feeling something quite different.

Apparently it works.  After losing his job as an investment banker, 39-year
old Christopher Marre went to interview after interview without landing another
position,  Finally, an executive recruiter told him the problem wasn't his resume;
it was his face.  The deep lines in his forehead made him look angry, the
recruiter said.  So Marre ran off to a plastic surgeon for botox injections, and,
with his new friendly face firmly in place, he landed a new job just two weeks
later.

Botox gives a whole new meaning to the song, "Put on a Happy Face,”
wouldn't you say?

Sandy, my inspirational, vivacious and spunky Weight Watchers leader tells
the story of having lunch with a friend.  Before she can get her coat off and sit in
the booth bench opposite her, the friend is in full gear.  "Are you still doing that
stupid Weight Watchers crap, and this table is too near the bathroom, those
smells will be most appetizing I'm sure, and there is a bratty kid over there whose
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mother can't shut him up, and I know this table will get the glare of the sun in a
few minutes, they haven't even served me a glass of water yet, can you believe
it?"

What a downer!  What a prelude of things to come!  It almost makes you
want to set off your cell phone, answer, fake an emergency and head for the
hills.  Elvis has left the building!

And all this brings us to Psalm 98.  I like this psalm a lot.  Sure, I'm a pastor
and I like EVERYTHING in the Bible, ya, ya, but this psalm really has legs to go
the distance for me, and after reading this, maybe for you.  I hope.

It begins, "O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things,"
and it continues in tones of joy all the way through.  The joy of the psalmist is so
overflowing that he's not content to rejoice in the Lord by himself; he asks his
audience to join him in the party, or should I say P-A-R-T-Y.

Even then, he's not content, and thus adds that creation itself should join in
the glee: "Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy."

But why is he so happy?  Frankly, it is because he knows what he knows.
His joy is rooted in the steadfast love and faithfulness of God -- the psalmist says
that very thing in verse 3 -- and what he knows is that because God has done
marvelous things in the past, he can do them again in the present and the future.

Psalm 98 never uses the word "smile."  It says to "sing to the Lord a new
song."  But, of course, that's essentially the same thought.  And in case we don't
quite get it, the psalmist says it even plainer in verse 4: "Make a joyful noise to
the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises."  I think
Isaac Watts got it.  He bases his hymn "Joy to the World" on this psalm.

This psalm is included in a section of the book of Psalms (Psalms 90-106)
that was shaped in part to respond to the crisis of exile and its aftermath.  In
other words, it wasn't written for a celebration of happy events; it was written for
people who were in the midst of hard times.
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DATE: Saturday, May 21
Two performances :  4 p.m.  &   8 p.m.

PLACE: Palace Theatre
34 W. Broad Street, Columbus, OH

PRICES: Tier 1 - $59, Tier 2 - $48, Tier 3 - $38.

SAVE: $29 tickets available! Purchase at Box Office only.  To reduce ticket
service charges, we encourage you to purchase at the box office.

“The Screwtape Letters,” is a play adapted from the CS Lewis novel about
humanity and Christianity from the viewpoint of devils.  The story takes the form
of a series of letters from a senior demon, Screwtape, to his nephew, a junior
"tempter" named Wormwood, so as to advise him on methods of securing the
damnation of a British man, known only as "the Patient".

Well, how can that be?  When we are in difficulty, we don't feel much like
celebrating, like smiling to the Lord.  But consider this: the hunger for joy is so
persistent that it suggests that joy is more lasting than our troubles, that joy is
connected to the great secret God has imbedded in the universe.

We could imagine that we have a 5-year-old daughter whom we love with all
our heart.  But the child takes sick and is so ill that we're afraid she's not going to
survive.  But then the doctor tells us that there's actually a simple operation that
will correct the problem.  Not really an operation, a procedure that is so routine,
a piece of cake, surgeons can do it in their sleep.

We are then filled with relief and great joy.  The problem is, the child,
learning she must have an operation, is scared to death and frightened of the
surgeon.  Even though you know she will be well, your reassurance doesn't help.
She just doesn't understand.

Acting joyful in her presence only makes her think you don't take her
seriously and that you don't care.  So you have to meet her where she is, be
appropriately empathetic and maintain a somber front.  But when you are not in
the room with her, you have a smile on your face, for you know all will be well.

The author of Psalm 98 is something like the parent in that scenario.  He's
writing to people weighed down with troubles, but he knows that in the long run,
everything will be all right.  God himself will be with them and be their God. "He
will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." (Revelation 21:3-4)

 I know God is taking our fears and worries seriously, but every so often, has
to go outside and laugh, because He knows what he knows.  When you know
what you know, it makes all the difference!

Back to Sandy.  She always tells folks who had a "bad week" meaning they
had gained or had no change in weight loss, to, her words, "Just turn the page
and start a new day."  In the face of troubles we can "turn a page" and look to an
empty cross and an empty tomb and OUR empty grave to come.  Jesus who,
"turned the page" of our eternal destiny, is smiling in the face of death, Satan and
sin, and gleefully heralding, "You lose guys!"

And it's the reason to smile unto the Lord a new smile -- a real smile.

 †
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CS Lewis’    The Screwtape Letters

Alden “Al” R. Jenkins

 Born in Chicago Heights, Illinois.  Al was baptized,
confirmed and graduated from elementary school at St.
Paul Lutheran Church.  He has been married to Sharon
since 1966 and they have two sons, Kevin (deceased)
and John,  and two granddaughters, Sara and Chrissy.
Al is a licensed engineer and surveyor, has many
degrees from various colleges, and his MBA from
Webster University in St. Louis.  He currently teaches
at Columbus State Community College, Central Ohio Technical Center in
Newark and ITT Technical Institute.

We welcome Al as the new president of the Bethany Congregation.

In other news: � Please take a look at our ad in the Friday Metro
Section, Worship Directory, of The Columbus Dispatch listing times for worship
for Bethany which will run for the next three weeks.

~ Carol Elifritz, IPR

Meet your new president
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Heritage Builders was founded in 1995 by six parents with a passion for
helping others be intentional about passing on a Godly heritage to their children.
They provide  support with some focused and specific help and ideas for you and
your family's own life space.  New to the website is information about the
following:

· Moms of Grade School Girls - Cindy Dagnan
· Dads of Grade School Girls - Timothy Smith
· Dads of Grade School Boys - Zeke Pipher
· Moms of Teenage Girls - Cindy Dagnan
· Dads of Teenage Girls - Jonathan McKee
· Moms of Teenage Boys - Michele Cushatt
· Dads of Teenage Boys - Rick Johnson
· "Parenting Adult Children" - Nancy Williams
· Money, Marriage and Family Life - Sherman Smith
· Grandparenting Near and Far - Cheri Fuller
· Hope for Parents of Prodigals - Carol Barnier
· Home School Help - Kristen Weber

If you are interested in checking out this information and the website, go to
http://www.heritagebuilders.com/index.html  and the take a quick tour.  Signing up
for newsletters is free and it is easy to unsubscribe if you wish.

Focus on Sunday School Easter Breakfast was served by Youth Group

May 22 will be Youth Sunday as we celebrate our youth during worship
service.   That Sunday will also be the last day of Sunday School until
September.  We will have a potluck lunch following Sunday School - hot dogs
and drinks will be provided, please bring a side dish or dessert to share!

Special thanks to everyone who donated candy for the Easter egg hunt held
on April 10th. Forty excited children were part of the hunt and were successful in
finding plenty of eggs

Please continue to support the Sunday School mission project of purchasing
a copy of The Beginner’s Bible                                   for each Bethany preschool student enrolled this
fall.   Please be as generous as you can to support this mission and outreach
opportunity.

Helping You Build a Family of Faith

And our thanks to all who

helped serve breakfast on

Sunday morning:  Liana,

Hayden, Avery, Shelby,  and

Kyle , Connor and Aaron and

new youth leaders Robert

Rosemary.

Thanks to members of the youth group who set up room for breakfast on
Saturday: Liana, Shelby, Connor, Aaron, Marisah, Mikayla, Hay den  and
Avery.   Their efforts  were organized by Kathy B.

The happiest people don't have the best of everything.

They just make the best of everything they have!
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4/5s The “US Tree” will help us remember some of our fun times.  We will
be finishing our number and alphabet books reviewing each and putting the
finishing touches on our “Me”  books or portfolios, too.  There will be practices for
the closing as well.   Bible lessons will center around the ministry of Jesus’
helpers and the early church.  We will have our annual Mom’s Tea May 5 and
Dad’s Day May 12.   The last day of school will be our FUN Day with an Alphabet
Picnic as our snack.  We are looking forward to the Turtle Lady joining us for the
closing program and family picnic on May 26th.

- Mrs. Benson and Mrs. Zoebl

Preschool News and Activities

2½/3s We had a lot of fun this past month learning about things that grow
by observing tadpoles, planting sunflower seeds and comparing how big we are
now with how big we were when we were born.  We also enjoyed playing in our
water table with our pretend frog eggs, tadpoles, froglets and frogs, painting
flower petals and creating clay bird nests, painting crosses and reading stories
about Palm Sunday.

During the month of May, we will finish up the year by learning about Animals
(including how they move, look, sound and feel), Noah’s Ark, artists, the color
purple and the number 4.  We will also say goodbye to all of our friends and hello
to summer! Activities planned include creating a Big and Little book of animals,
finger painting with red and blue paint to make purple, painting rainbows and
hosting an Art Show showcasing our work from the entire year for our family and
friends. Additionally, we will continue to collect dimes for Lutheran Social
Service’s (LSS) Rose of Concern Fund and change for the people in Japan.

We had a lot of fun singing at the 9:00 am worship service on April 10th.
THANK YOU BETHANY for all of your support for our preschool program!  Our
closing program will be on May 26th.  Please join us for a short program, potluck
dinner and a special visitor in celebration of the end of the preschool year.

- See You Next Year!
  Mrs. Engel-Hellman & Mrs. Tran

3/4s   The caterpillars have arrived in our classroom.   The children will be
watching closely the change from caterpillar to butterfly.   We finish the year by
making many special books.  The alphabet and numbers will be reviewed using
a variety of literature.  We will deal positively with children’s feelings about the
end of the school year.

Stories will include the Resurrection, Jesus going to heaven and the early
church as they spread the good news.

We welcome Moms to a Mom’s Tea on May 5 and Dads to to the Dad’s Day
on May 12 - our annual special parent events.

The closing program and family picnic will be held May 26th.

Some openings remain in our afternoon programs for the school
year beginning this fall.   Please tell a friend about our preschool.

"Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart:
A Celebration of the Music of Donald Busarow"

Sunday, May 22, at 7 p.m.

Please join Cantor Connection members and friends on Sunday, May 22,
2011 at 7 p.m. at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 5475 Brand Rd. in Dublin for
an evening of joyous song as we celebrate the music of Donald Busarow, who
retired in 2010 after 35 years as director of the Wittenberg University Choir.

In Cantor Connection  tradition, the festival features an array of
keyboardists and instrumentalists from across the state and a festival choir of
singers from many area congregations.   The combined forces will offer a broad
selection of Busarows’s most beloved hymn-based settings for congregation,
choir and instrumentalists.  Don Busarow himself will close the program from the
organ by leading two congregational anthem settings and offer his signature
”Reflections” postlude.

A freewill offering will be received to help support the ongoing works of
Cantor Connection , an all-volunteer local chapter of the Association of Lutheran
Church Musicians.

SPRING HYMN FESTIVAL
featuring the music of Donald Busarow
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� hrivent Builds is building again with Habitat for Humanity - Greater
Columbus.  Two homes will be built on Erickson and Pierce in Whitehall.
Volunteers are needed to help with construction on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays from May into the fall.  Meals are needed for the Saturday work crews
and a meal volunteer coordinator is needed as well. You can learn more about
how you can volunteer or financially support  this project, by contacting Bonnie
Reilly, Thrivent Builds Chapter Specialist, at 614/396-4130 or
bonnie.reilly@thrivent.com.  Please consider how you can help the Lutheran and
Thrivent communities of central Ohio make the dream of home ownership a
reality for two families in need.

Talking to your parents about caregiving, end-of-life issues and their wishes
is important, but many people put it off because of being uncomfortable. Reduce
the stress and start by discussing the location of information, not the contents.

One tool that can help is a financial inventory, which should be updated
annually  and include:

· Legal documents: property deeds, wills, trusts, living wills, health care and
financial directives, and birth, marriage and military discharge certificates.

· Contact information: attorneys, accountants, financial planners, physicians
and anyone who provides financial, legal and medical advice and care.

· Current account information: type, number and institution for all financial
accounts, including: checking, savings, retirement, investment, loans and
insurance policies.

· Valuables and collectibles: location and description of any valuables such
as jewelry, silver or gold and collectibles such as stamps and coins.

· Instructions: funeral, burial and obituary information and instructions.

       For financial guidance, contact Joe Reilly, CFP®, Financial
         Consultant, at 614/396-4120  or  joe.reilly@thrivent.com

Thrivent Builds has started building again! LWML Act ivities planned for May

Talk to your parents before it’s too late

The May meeting of the Prayer Quilt Group  will be on
Saturday, May 21, starting at 11:00 a.m. at church.

     Spring Tea at Morgan House

The annual LWML Ladies Spring Tea will be held Saturday, May 14 at the
Morgan House in Dublin. Invitations with details have been placed in your
mailbox.  We will meet at the church to carpool to Dublin at 11:45 and plan to
return around 4:30 p.m. All ladies are invited!  RSVP by May 8!

Friday, June 3rd     4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m
Saturday, June 4th     8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Please finish collecting those good, useable, clean items you will be donating
to the LWML yard sale. Monies earned from this annual event fund LWML
mission projects. Please contact Betty B if you need more information.

Volunteer workers will be needed

Set-up workers  starting on Tuesday May 31st

Sale Workers - Friday evening and Saturday morning

Post-sale Clean-up - Begin the evening of Monday, May 6

Donation suggestions:

Items you are donating may be placed in the restroom in the Cichy Wing
Basement after May 22nd and upstairs in the Cichy Wing starting starting May
27th.  We appreciate your support of this annual LWML event.

Annual LWML Yard Sale

· Clean clothing - folded and mended,
size marked if possible

· Linens - clean, folded and sized
· Appliances - working and clean
· Tools - working order, clean
· Jewelry - untangled, unbroken

· Accessories - belts, purses, scarves,
etc.

· Toys - clean and with pieces bagged
· Knickknacks - clean and unbroken
· Books - paper back, hard back,

children’s books, unmarked
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April 19, 2011

To the congregation of Bethany

Thank you for the 157 items donated to our food pantry.   The donations help us
stay within our budget.  Others do it through offering themselves - their money
their time, their citizenship, and their prayers on behalf of neighbors both far and
near.  Our south choice pantry served over 7000 people last month.  Our largest
increase was children from 5-17 and adults from 65-84.   It is wonderful to see
that people still care for their neighbors who are going through difficult times.

It is because of your effort of donations we are able to change the lives of those
we serve.

Again we thank you for your support of our food pantries.  You are truly a
blessing to us as we go about God’s Work, “creating a better world by serving
people in need.”

Galatians 6:9   “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right for we will reap at
harvest time if we do not give up.”

Blessings,
David Drumm
Food Pantry Manager
S. Champion Ave.
Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio

Please remember to pick up a few extra items on your next trip to the grocery
for our LSS Food Pantry shopping cart.

Wish List Items
· Sugar-free items
· Low-sodium items
· Diapers, all sizes
· Toothpaste & toothbrushes
· Coffee in small jars, or 1-2-lb. cans
· Powdered drink mix with sugar
· Tea bags, individually wrapped or small boxes
· Canned fruits & vegetables
· Jelly
· Pasta or rice side-dishes
· Ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise

 

From the LSS Food Pantry Pick up a few extra items f or the Hungry

The Shooting Club will meet on Sunday, May 1st.   We meet after Sunday
school which ends at 11:30 a.m.; we will have a light lunch head and then go to
the range.   Weather permitting, we hope to head to an outdoor range.

 This is a great chance for anyone interested in trying to shoot for the first
time, as well as people with more experience.  These events are open to
non-members as well as members, so please invite a friend or two.

      Contact Bill R or Wayne A for more details.

Shooting Club Meeting

The next Blood Mobile will be held at the Church of the
Redeemer on McNaughten on Thursday, May 19 from 1:30
p.m. to 6:30  p.m.

Call Ann K to make an appointment. You can save a
life.  The need for blood is constant.

Next Blood Mobile - May 19th

Stephanie biking to fight cancer

Stephanie Sydnor will be riding again this year in the Pelotonia Bike Tour,
August 19-21.  She will be biking from Columbus to Athens to help raise funds for
the fight against cancer.

If you would like to support Stephanie, rider #SS0003, and join the effort
to find a cure for cancer, you may donate by going to:

www.mypelotonia.org/riders_profile.jsp?MemberID=76189
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· the baptism into faith of Samantha Lee K, Anderson James K  and their
mother Vicki Lee K . Samantha and Anderson are the children of Vicki and
Jason K . Samantha’s sponsors are Scott and Deborah C ; Anderson’s
sponsors are Robert and Angela P .  Samantha and Anderson are the
grandchildren of  Bob  & Sandy K

· the three baptismal banners made by Marie B for this special occasion

· the generous support of the LSS Souper Bowl Event 2011.  A total of
$43,843 was raised by the LSS church partners, an all-time record
exceeding the previous high by $13,000

· our families who provided meals for the Lenten services: Betty B, Monika B,
Mary Ann M, Bobbie G, Cindy D, Veronika Z and Kathy B

· our St. Patrick’s Day blood donors: Scott B, Betty B, Ron  and Judy G,
Mary H, Iva S , and Pastor Z ; and for  Sue W and Ann K  who made calls to
prospective donors and for Marie B who handled the registration

· our military men and women and their families and friends  for their
dedication to the fight for liberty for all

· Ray S’  continuing recovery from pneumonia.   He is undergoing therapy and
rehabilitation at Whitehall Manor

· every one who supported the annual egg hunt by donating candy.  Forty
children enjoyed the egg hunt and the good weather this year!

· LSS Food Pantry volunteers for April:  Betty B, Vickie C, Karl R, Mary Ann
M and to Stan and Karl R for delivering our donations to the pantry.  Thanks
to all of you who fill our shopping cart to help those in need of food support

· the support of the congregation for our preschool throughout the year and for
the worship service on Preschool Sunday that included many of our
preschool families

· for the families who purchased the lilies that graced our altar on Easter
morning:  and to Rhonda B and Mindy M for setting the altar arrangement

· the Easter morning breakfast served by our youth group directed by Kathy B

· our new youth leaders Robert C and Rosemary A

�G i v e   G o d   G l o r y   f o r   . . .
B
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
 9am Traditional Worship
10:30am Sunday school
11:30am Shoot club
11:30 am Confirmation families
meeting
12 p.m. Eritrean Worship
2:30-6 p.m. El Arca

2 3

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

4

8:15 a.m. Prayer
meeting

5

Preschool
Mother’s Tea

6

Preschool
Mother’s Tea

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

7
8 a.m. Elder’s
meeting

8
9 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 Sunday school
12 p.m. Eritrean Worship
2:30-6 p.m. El Arca

9 10

7 p.m. Council
meeting

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

11

8:15 a.m. Prayer
meeting

12

Preschool Dad’s
Day

13

Preschool Dad’s
Day

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

14
9 a.m. Women’s
Bible study

LWML Spring
Tea Event
3-7 p.m.
Bethany Event

15
9 a.m. Contemporary Worship
10:30 Sunday school
12 p.m. Eritrean Worship
2:30-6 p.m. El Arca

16 17

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

18

8:15 a.m. Prayer
meeting

19 20

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

21
Prayer Quilt
Meeting  11 a.m.

22 9am Traditional Worship - Youth
Sunday
10:30 a.m. Sunday school *last week
of Sunday School until September
Potluck picnic
12 p.m. Eritrean Worship
2:30-6 p.m. El Arca

23 24

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

25

8:15 a.m. Prayer
meeting

26

6:30 p.m.
Preschool
closing program

27

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

28
9 a.m. Women’s
Bible School

*Newsletter
Deadline

29
9am Traditional Worship

12 p.m. Eritrean Worship
2:30-6 p.m. El Arca

30 31

Yard sale set-up

7-10 p.m. El
Arca

� � � � � � � �

Bethany Lutheran Church


