
                     "My Space"

I have this nasty habit of singing in some of my sermons and I know:  keep my day job.
But have you ever wondered what it would be like to actually change professions?  Because
when the "going gets tough" the "tough" don't always "get going," but dream of greener
pastures.  Certainly not with pastors, right?  Wrong.  At least with this one.

Late Sunday evening, can't sleep and flipping the channels . . . and there it is, a commercial
for a long-haul track driving school.  And I think to myself, "Now there's a job!"  The freedom of the open road, good
pay, independence, no church meetings, no murmurings, just the open road before me with all new adventures at
every turn.  In my mind's eye, it's sort of like being with Todd and Buzz on Route 66, only with a much larger “Vette.”

Sounds good at least for one minute.  The truth is that truckers have a pretty rough life.  They're at the wheel of
an 18-wheeler semi, not a Yugo, and they're got several tons of cargo right behind them going as fast as the cab.
You can do the physics.

And not only do they have to wrestle an 18-wheeler over the highway and deal with the rest of us hiding from
their rearview mirrors, they also have to contend with weather, long hours and lots of lonely nights spent at truck
stops around the country.  It's little wonder that the turnover rate for truckers is so high -- as high as 100 percent in
some large trucking companies in the third quarter of 2009.

Trucking is also not a life that's too conducive to clean leaving.  Eating truck stop food every day, for example,
can't be good for the waistline.  Then there are the temptations for truckers that seem to crop up at many major stops
around the country like pornography, prostitution, gambling, smuggling and other vices that seem to lurk just behind
those diesel fuel pumps.  As one driver says, "Driving the truck isn't the hard part.  It's living the life that's hard."

Even in the midst of those nomadic way-stations out by the interstate,  however, there's hope.  Out past the
diesel pumps and idling semis at some of the major truck stops in the country is another big rig called the "Mobile
Chapel" -- literally a church on wheels.

There, inside a renovated 48-foot semi-trailer, is a church with seating for a few, a pulpit and a small office run
by a ministry called Transport for Christ                                 , which staffs 32 such chapels at truck stops in the United States, four in
Canada and even three on the ring roads around  Moscow, Russia.

But think about it -- truckers deal with these trailers every day.  Why would they even consider going to church
in one of them, if they would go at all?  Well, the answer has a lot to tell us about the meaning of sacred space . . .
what God might call, "My Space."  It's not so much about the architecture as it is about what's going on inside.

The mission of Transport for Christ                                 is to win truckers to Christ and help them grow in their faith, but beyond the
evangelistic message,  these semi-sanctuaries and their chaplains are there for an even broader purpose.

Despite the tough exterior, truckers have as much a need for community as the rest of us.  "Deep down in every
driver's heart, there's a desire to speak to someone who listens and doesn't condemn," says Len Reimer, one of the
Transport for Christ                                  chaplains.  While Sunday service may be sparsely attended with drivers' schedules forcing them
to make time on the road, the Mobile Chapels provide a sacred place for truckers to deal with the hard stuff of life.
"Imagine a driver thousands of miles from home who hears of a situation concerning his or her family.  The chapel
gives the driver a place to go for comfort or guidance," says Scott Weidner, president and CEO of Transport for                      
Christ.           
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Now you know me, with my Jewish family history and
my  passion for the Old Testament, that I have a prophet
in mind concerning all this.  His name is Haggai . . . but
you were already thinking that already, right?

So let's go back to Haggai times.  The people had
forgotten the importance of sacred space.  Haggai's
ministery was a mere bump in the road from a longevity
standpoint, lasting less than four months during the
second year of the reign of the Persian King Darious
(Haggai 1:1, 15; 2:1, 10)

Despite Haggai's short time on the scene, however,
his prophetic authority had a more lasting impact.  Under
Darius, some of the Jewish exiles who had been taken
away from Jerusalem by the Babylonians nearly 70 years
before were now returning home.  Darius' royal
predecessor Cyrus had previously ordered that the
returning exiles not only be supplied with funds to rebuild
their temple, but also that the sacred images and temple
furniture that had been looted by the Babylonians be
returned as well (Ezra 1:2-4; 6:2-5).

Problem was that the situation in Judah and
Jerusalem was pretty bleak economically.  Jerusalem
was still largely in ruins and the temple a tall pile of
rubble.  The existing and returning residents seemed to
be more concerned with building their own homes than
worrying about the possibility of rebuilding the temple
(Haggai 1:4, 9).

God made it clear to the people, through Haggai,
that their priorities were out of whack.  The tough
economic conditions that plagued Judah during that time
were the result of a drought -- a drought that reminded
them that their own prosperity or poverty was tied to the
condition of the temple.  A devastated  and neglected
temple meant a devastated and neglected people
(Haggai 1:9-11).  Sacred space, God's "My Space," was
not to be a mere afterthought, but the highest propriety of
the people.

While Haggai himself would admit that the building
itself wasn't yet much to look at, he would also say that
the real point was not how it looked but what God was
going to do in and through the new sacred space.

Haggai's prophecy is particularly poignant given the
date on which it was presented to the people -- "The
seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month"
(vs.1).  That would make it October 17th but, more
importantly, it was also the seventh day of the Jewish
Feast of Booths or Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkoth in
Hebrew).  During Haggai's time the Israelites used this
feast not only to celebrate the harvest but also the historic
event of Solomon bringing the ark of the covenant into

the newly constructed temple during its dedication
(I Kings 8:1-13, 62-66).

It was a time of celebration of sacred space, but that
space was not necessarily confined to the temple.  After
all, the original intent of the Feast of Booths was to
commemorate Israel's flight from Egypt in the time of
Moses when the people lived in "booths" or temporary
dwellings as they moved through the wilderness of Sinai
(Leviticus 23: 42-43).

Regardless of whether God's people were in
temporary dwellings or a temple made of stone, their
sacred spaces were virtual reminders that God was with
them.  For Haggai, the bottom line for a place of worship
was not about how it was constructed or how it looked,
but who was there.  Whether it's a tent, a temple or a
truck, the key architectural criterion for sacred space is
that it is a place where God's "spirit abides among you"
(vs 5).

It's interesting that God would be so adamant with
the returning exiles about rebuilding the temple,
especially since the central image the original temple was
built to house was no longer there.  The ark of the
covenant which was a physical representation of God's
presence, had disappeared at the time of the Babylonian
exile and has never found, Indiana Jones not
withstanding.

That meant that in a very real sense, this rebuilt
temple could never really be like the old one but would,
instead, be something very new and different.  In fact,
said God, it would be much better (vs.9).   Solomon's
temple had largely been a kind of chapel for the Israelite
monarchy and not the physical place of worship for most
of the common people.  The new temple would be more
of a center for the whole community --- a place where
religion, government and commerce were all transacted.
The temple thus came to represent more than a house of
worship . . . it became the symbol for the nation itself.

As I visited medieval cathedrals in Italy, Germany,
England and Ireland, one could see that churches played
a similar role in that period of history.  Cities were built
around cathedrals which became the center of people's
daily lives and not just a place to worship on Sunday.
Like the second temple, sacred space had become
common space available and vital for everyone.  Having
all the important social transactions of a society taking
place in a sacred space was a way of remembering that
all the aspects of human life are sacred to God.

So . . . if sacred space reminds us that all of our
human activity is to be dedicated to God, then there's
probably no better place for a chapel than in a semi-
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trailer.  We see these large boxes every day, back and
forth across the country, bringing goods to market.  It's
little wonder, then, that when nomadic truckers are in
need of a sense of community, they go to the sacred
space with which they are most familiar.  Sitting at truck
stop with all of its temptations, the trailer is more sacred
than the Sistine Chapel.  It's not about the architecture,
it's about the Spirit and the community within.  Think of it
as a modern form of the "booth."

I've been thinking since “Transforming
Congregations” has come to Bethany, that we spend an
awful lot of time trying to figure out how to get more
people to come to church on a piece of real estate.
Check out our church budget and it's pretty clear that
beyond staff, the next biggest item on the expense list is
the 1000 Noe-Bixby building.  We pay a lot for our sacred
spaces and feel pressure to fill the seats.

The reality, however, is that no amount of great
architecture, high-tech media, cutting-edge "accountable
leader" plans or laborious bylaws will make a place
sacred unless God's Spirit dwells within the community
that meets there.

Maybe "success" in a church is a lot less about how
many people are in the pews on Sunday morning, but
more about how many people in the community find
sacred space - God's "My Space," within Bethany's
everyday life.  How many people, for example, came to
Bethany on a weekly basis looking for solace, for a place
to pray, perhaps to get some assistance with food?

From the interstate, one semi looks like another
when parked in a rest area.  God's "My Space," in a box
on wheels goes unbeknown to us.  Perhaps the real
"church building" isn't the one where we sit  each Sunday,
but only several yards away.  It's our preschool, where
day after day, God's temple is constructed with His
presence in the hearts of so many little ones.

I do have goals for 2010.  They include expanding
our preschool to full enrollment, free tutoring for parents
who can't afford Sylvan and starting Spanish services by
2011.  Maybe the "treasure" that God wants to give
Bethany will come to us in the form of people seeking
sacred space where they can encounter the God of the
cross  and truly live in the "body of Christ."

Semi Church.  People who encounter salvation and
wholeness and real love from Jesus our Savior not only in
the sanctuary, but in the hallways, classrooms, offices,
and wherever  God dwells with us.

  What an Easter celebration that could be!  That the
resurrected would resurrect in each of us community

centers where success isn't measured in square footage
and weekly attendance, but in the ways people find a
place of peace and sacred space in the midst of a world
whizzing by at 65 miles an hour every day.

That'll preach, good buddy . . . ten four!

Mid-Week Lenten Series

Have you ever wanted to visit the Holy Land?  Walk
the very ground of Jesus and see many of the sights He
would have seen?  Visit many of the sites that Jesus
visited and performed miracles, healings and even
raising the dead?  Well, you can (kind of) as we together
take a visual tour with Dr. Owsald Hoffmann.  We'll move
across more than 2,000 years of history, from the time of
Abraham through the efforts of the Jews to possess and
hold the promised land, and the birth and life of Jesus.

   If you "sign up" for this Lenten tour you will listen to
Scripture with new insight and fresh appreciation.  Why
not bring a neighbor, coworker or friend to share the tour?
It's an all expense-paid journey with meals included.  Six
o'clock dinner and at seven, our tour bus leaves.

Feb.24 "The Land and the Promise"
March 4 "The Promise Takes Root"
March 10 "Voice and the Light"
March 17 "The Bread of Sacrifice"
April 1 "Ripple of Darkness, Waves of Light"

Old City of Jerusalem with Tower of David

 Pastor’s Message, continued . . .
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Please remember to pick up a
few extra items for the Lutheran Social
Services Food Pantry. Your gifts
should be placed in the shopping cart
in the narthex.

All items are needed and the
need is especially great in these times.
Boxed side dishes and baby food are

always appreciated; tea, coffee and hot cocoa are also
enjoyed during this cold weather.

To my Bethany Family,

I would like to thank you for all your prayers, the many
cards of sympathy, for words of sympathy along with your
hugs.  Thanks for the many food items given during this
time.  I also would like to thank those that sat with Jean to
allow me to get out.  All of this helped me through a difficult
time.

               ~ Al B

Thank you

The prayers, get-well cards, flowers, food, and visits to
the Nursing Home by our Bethany family are very much
appreciated.  Thankfully  I will be going home this
Wednesday, Feb. 24 so as you read this I will be at home to
continue the therapy.

Ann is having more back pain of late and I ask that you
please continue to keep both of us in your prayers.  Thanks
to all who have helped us so much.

                          ~ Boyd K

 Thank you  . . . .   Sunday School News

The Lenten season is upon us and for the kids in
Sunday School that means one thing - Easter is coming!  Our
children especially love to celebrate the Resurrection with a
special day of fun and fellowship ending with the annual egg
hunt - this year that day will be March 28, Palm Sunday.
Donations of plastic eggs and individually wrapped pieces of
candy would be greatly appreciated.  Please give them to
Kelly S or place them on the desk in the Sunday School
office.

Thank you to all who supported our February mission
project for Mission India.  Your contributions will help spread
the gospel among millions of Indians through children's Bible
clubs, adult literacy programs, and church planter training.  A
new mission project will start in March - stay tuned for
details.

With classes for children of all ages and 2 adult Bible
studies, there is always a place for you and your children on
Sunday mornings at 9:30 - see you there!

Preschool News

Registration is now open to everyone for the 2010-11
school year.  Please pass on our newly designed brochure to
friends and neighbors with preschool age children.  Spread
the word about our award-winning preschool!

Preschool is looking to hire two assistant teachers for
the fall, one for the 2 1/2's class and one for the 3/4's.  Call
the Preschool for more information if you or someone you
know is interested.

       Our Lord has written the promise of  the
       resurrection, not in books alone, but in every
       leaf in spring-time
                                                              ~ Martin Luther

Lutheran
Social
Services
  of
Central
Ohio

On Sunday, March 14, 2010 at 2 a.m., Daylight Saving
Time begins in the United States.

Remember to  move your
clocks one hour ahead  and check
the batteries in your smoke alarm.

Your help needed for
the Easter Egg Hunt

We are looking for
donations of plastic eggs and
individually wrapped pieces of                                                     
cand        y for our annual Easter Egg
Hunt which will be held on Palm
Sunday.

Please leave your donations
on the desk in the Sunday School
office or give to Kelly S,.

Daylight Savings begins March 14

Remember the Food Pantry
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Coming  even ts  .  .  .
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Bethany’s next blood mobile is
scheduled for Wednesday,March 31st.
Watch your mailboxes for more a
detailed notice.   Plan to call and
schedule your appointment to give that
special gift of life.  If you have questions,
call Ann Kesselring.

SportsLife Camp is returning to Bethany!  This year
the camp will last 5 days instead of 4 (Monday through
Friday) and we will meet at 9:00 AM and finish at 12:00 PM
as before.

Mark ����	 ����	 ����	 on your calendars and get
ready for a fabulous week of fun, faith, and fellowship.  Start
spreading the word with friends and neighbors!

       Mark your calendar for the LWML Meeting on
Monday,  March 22,  Executive Board at 6:45 p.m., general
meeting at 7:15 p.m.  All women of Bethany are welcome.

Thank you for your donations to the Souper Bowl
fundraiser for the LSS food pantry.  We raised $486.14 and
in order to receive the maximum in matching funds from
Thrivent, an additional $114 was donated from the Social
Ministries/Evangelism restricted funds.

With matching funds, Thrivent will send a check to the
food pantry for $1,200.14.

Monetary donations to the church can soon be made
automatically each week or month via a credit card or direct
deposit from your checking account to the church’s account.
Administration costs are significantly limited through a pro-
gram offered by Thrivent Financial Bank.  Money taken
directly from your deposit account to the church’s account
will cost the church only 20 cents.  Credit card fees are
higher, equaling 2.65% of the designated transaction
amount.

More information on this program will be made avail-
able in the coming weeks.  Please speak with Kevin Schmidt
for any questions.

 Direct deposit offerings  available

LWML March Meeting

� ���������
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����
��

�������������
�
����

�
��
����
�����
����	���������
���


���������	 
��
���
���
��

� � � �

 The month of March                        Souper B owl fundraiser

The March wind roars
Like a lion in the sky,
And makes us shiver
As he passes by.

When winds are soft,
And the days are warm and clear,
Just like a gentle lamb,
Then spring is here."

~  Author Unknown

"Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe
full of slush."      ~ Doug Larson

"It was one of those March days when the sun shines
hot and the wind blows cold:  when it is summer  n the light,
and winter in the shade."

     ~  Charles Dickens
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Bethany Preschool  News and activities

Bethany Lutheran Church
Pastor  -  Rev.  Dr.  George  T.  Zoebl

Church Phone :  614-866-7755
E-mail: bethanycolumbus@sbcglobal.net

Worship Services
Communion celebrated every Sunday

Traditional Service
8:00 a.m. every Sunday
11:00 a.m. 1st & 4th Sunday monthly

Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m.  2nd & 3rd Sunday monthly

Sunday school
9:30 a.m. every Sunday  Sept - June

�����				 First and foremost, a special thank you to
Mrs. S and Mrs. W for organizing our Valentine’s Day party.
All of the children had a WONDERFUL time!

Despite TWO snow days, we had a lot of fun playing
Post Office, delivering Valentines to our classmates, making
heart pins for our mothers, writing and sending a real letter to
our Moms and Dads, creating health collages, learning about
China, sorting different colored marshmallows and listening
to our own hearts using a real stethoscope.  We also cut
cancelled stamps off of envelopes to donate to Lutheran
Social Services (LSS).

During the month of March, we will be learning about St.
Patrick’s Day, the colors blue and green, Ireland, ovals, the
number three, things that roll, Easter, eggs, birds and spring.
Activities planned include searching for shamrocks, following
different clues to find “treasure,” painting Ireland,
experimenting with different things that roll, reading “The
Three Little Pigs,” building houses out of straw, sticks and
bricks, making “Praise Sticks” and creating clay bird nests.
We will also collect dimes for LSS’s Rose of Concern Fund
and begin reading stories about the season of Lent.

Preschool registration is now open for everyone!  We
are very fortunate to have such a high-quality Christian
preschool program here at Bethany.  Please encourage
parents of preschoolers you know to sign-up for next year!

~ Happy March!
       Mrs. E & Mrs. S

����	  What an exciting and busy month lies ahead
of us.  Winter leaves us.  Spring is just around the corner.
We will continue to work in our special books in preparation
for parent-teacher conferences.  This month the children will
be covering a variety of letters S-Y with such activities as
“What are stories made of?”, the Native Americans of the
Northwest and their marvelous totem poles, a variety of
animal tracks and T-shirt decorating.  The visual memory
game under the hat is fun.  The children will also match
upper and lower case letters in “Umbrella Match.”  St.
Patrick’s Day will find us having been visited by the someone
special with tiny footprints and an empty pot of gold.  We will
also plant vegetable seeds, look at wiggly worms, penguins -
Rexie the Xie - and find out what yodeling is all about.

     ~ Mrs. W and Mrs. Z

���� Mexico Week is March 1-5.   Please note that
although the children are allowed to bring sunscreen to
school during this special week, licensing does not allow us
to use it.  Please reinforce that we will be using our
imaginations and taking a pretend trip to Mexico.  We would

love some extra help on beach day and for the fiesta.
Please sign up on our bulletin board.

Among the many things we will do during March are
counting by tens, exploring what “un” means, finding out
who wears uniforms and why, asking what are volcanoes
and vibrations and will examine wind and weather.  There
will be some St. Patrick’s Day fun, of course, involving
literacy, language and art.

We will continue to work in our special books in
preparation for parent-teacher conferences to be held April
1-3.  Sign-up on the bulletin board in the hall.

 ~ Mrs B and Mrs. Z

 ��������	!�"���	#����  is March 19th at 6:30 p.m.
It will be a potluck dinner.   The Annie Jam Band will provide
an interactive musical program.  Family Night is open to all
families.   Please feel free to invite friends to join us for the
evening.

The Preschool will be holding a $�
��%��
��
&������	 March 22nd with City Barbecue, Main Street
and Gahanna locations.   Flyers explaining all details will be
placed in church mailboxes.

'����������
  continues for the 2010-11 school year.
You can sign up now by contacting Veronika Zoebl.

�
�	�������
�	��������	
��&�&

Preschool is losing 2 of our assistant teachers at the
end of the school year and will need to hire replacements.  If
you or somebody you know would be interested in working
in our preschool, please contact the Preschool for more
information.
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· the Christian life of Fay D. R who passed away February 6, 2010.    God’s continuing comfort to husband Sam and
their children Thomas, David, Karen and Daniel  and their eleven grandchildren

· the Christian life of Jean B  who went to her heavenly home February 7, 2010.  May God continue to comfort her
husband Albert and her family and friends

· the cooking skills of Betty B  who prepared the meal served before Ash Wednesday worship service

· Pat P who delivered our donated food items to the food pantry

· our new elders Eric B and Jerry A and our new acolytes Shelby B, Hayden S and Avery S  - Thank you for your
service

· Pastor Gene K  who served on Sunday, February 14th and Pastor Steven R who ministered to us on Ash
Wednesday

· the continuing recovery for Boyd K  from injuries received from a fall and for Anna R who is recovering from an
infection

· all donations of food and supplies and for volunteers from central Ohio churches who support the Lutheran Social
Services Food Pantry  and homeless shelters

· your donations of  $486.14 to the Souper Bowl fundraiser for the LSS food pantry - donations will be matched by
Thrivent.
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