
                                "TAKE TWO TABLETS"

Personally, I liked Ronald Reagan.  I believe when we're all in heaven, he may go down as
one of the best presidents of the United States.  Hey, I'm entitled to my opinion!

Ronald Reagan was instrumental in spearheading the fight against communism.  Remember
the "Evil Empire?"  Ask anyone who lived under communism what a "worker's paradise" that was.
Veronika and I were in the Friedrichstadtpalast in Berlin when the crowd rose to their feet, applauded

vigorously, tears streaming down their eyes, as the sound system piped into the theater's speakers Reagan's demand, "Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"

He once told a story about a collective farm in the Soviet Union, one in which a state commissar grabbed a farm
worker and said, '"Comrade, how are the crops?" "Oh," said the farm worker, "Comrade Commissar, if we could put the
potatoes in one pile, they would reach the foot of God."  The commissar corrected him, "This is the Soviet Union, Comrade.
There is no God."  "That's all right," said the farm worker, "there are no potatoes."

Did you also know, and you may not believe this, that Ronald Reagan also spearheaded the most dynamic,
life-changing, effective attacks against poverty, hunger, homelessness and personal selfishness . . . ever.  Problem was,
not Democrats, nor Republicans, nor you or I followed through on the program.

On February 3, 1983 Ronald Reagan proclaimed that year to be "The Year of the Bible."  (For the full text of the
proclamation, go to: www.reagan.utexas.edu/archives/speeches/1983/20383b.htm.)

Okay, so you don't remember that.  1983, The Year of the Bible.  How could we forget.  It was a very good year.
It's remembered for the final episode of the television series M*A*S*H, which ended after 11 years and 251 episodes.  It
was the same year that Sally Ride became the first American Woman in space.  It was the year that Microsoft Word was
first released.

President Reagan's proclamation said, in part, "Today our beloved America and, indeed, the world, is facing a
decade of enormous challenges. As a people we may well be tested as we have seldom, if ever, been tested before. (That
was true then, and it's certainly true today)  He went on to say, "We will need resources of spirit even more than resources
of technology, education and armaments.  There could be no more fitting moment than now to reflect with gratitude, humility
and urgency upon the wisdom revealed to us in the writing that Abraham Lincoln called 'the best gift God has ever given to
man . . . But for it, we could not know right from wrong.'"

Yes, I know the truly greatest gift from God is Jesus and what he did on the cross for all of us.  But let's not get
bogged down in a theological discussion with Old Abe . . . he's really not up for that now.  However, what if, for the sake of
discussion, what if everyone in America for that year of 1983 all followed just one commandment.  It doesn't even matter
which one, but we ALL kept it.  And how keeping that one commandment would touch on keeping yet another and another
. . . well I'd dare say all the years after 1983 would also be altered; for the better.

Poverty, hunger, marital infidelity, violence (physical, verbally and economically) would take a drastic down curve
and start to be a "movement" like "the Kingdom of God" spreading through out the world.  But as I said, none of us really did
'The Year of the Bible.'

The Year of the Bible came and went, and few people — if any — remember it.  But still needed is those
"resources of spirit."  The Bible does, indeed, remain one of God's greatest gifts to us, revealing His will and showing us
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 Pastor’s Message, continued . . .

what is right and wrong, and as Lutherans, showing us our
sins and the need for a savior in Jesus.

God instructs Moses to "take two tablets" -- the Ten
Commandments.  Moses goes into a cloud that contains the
glory of the Lord and receives the gift of two tablets.  But he
soon discovers that the laws of God can be a hard pill for
people to swallow.  Like giving a horse pill to a kid.  Ain't
going to happen.

Moses climbs up Mount Sinai to be close to God. The
Lord says to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain, and
wait there, and I will give you the tablets of stone with the law
and the commandments which I have written for their
instruction" (Ex.24:12).  Moses enters the cloud and stays
there for "forty days and forty night" (sounds a bit like Lent
doesn't it?).  Moses goes where no one has ever gone
before, into the active and dangerous presence of Almighty
God, and no one knows if Moses will ever return.

In Reagan's joke about the Soviet Union, the
communist commissar says, "There is no God."  But Moses
doesn't make that mistake -- God is in his face, alive and
powerful and teaching Moses right from wrong.  At the end of
the high-altitude conversation, God gives him "the two
tablets," written with the finger of God" (Ex.31:18)

"Take two tablets," God says.  "They are a powerful
prescription, and some of the best gifts I'll ever give you."  No
other gods...no idols...no misuse of God's name...remember
the Sabbath and worship me...honor your parents...no
murder...no adultery...no stealing...no false testimony...no
coveting.

Or perhaps as Ole Swenson from Minnesota might say
them :

1 Der's only vun God, ya know.
2 Don't make dat fish on yer mantle an idol.
3 Cussing ain't Minnesota nice.
4 Go to church even vhen you're up nort' fishin'.
5 Take care of dah folks ven dey get old, you betcha.
6 Don't kill.  Practice catch and release.
7 Der's only vun Lena for every Ole. No cheatin'.
8 If it ain't your lutefisk, don't take it, you're darn tootin’.
9 Don't be talkin' about Sven behind his back . . . . you got

that right.
10 Keep your mind off Sven's new vinyl siding, his wife,

Hilda, and his farm hand Lars, and  their cleanin' lady
Selma, and Besie, his best milker, and his new  boat and
all of Sven's odder stuff, too.

  The message of Moses on the mountain top for us at
Bethany is that we each need is an 'experience' of God.  We
need an encounter with the God who's alive and powerful

and gracious and loving.  We have enter into God's
presence, and spend time with God, as Moses did.
Following commandments is not the same thing as being in
relationship.  When we're in close relationship with someone
we want to do the right thing out of our commitment -- not
because we're commanded to do the right thing.  Jesus said,
"I did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it."

In ancient times, going up a mountain was a way to be
close to God.  That's still a very good practice for this lent as
well.  Our own personal "forth days" of closeness with God.
Where's Sinai?  Here!  In worship, where word and
sacrament are present.  Sunday mornings, Wednesday
evenings, Bible classes on Saturday.

A cloud.  A fog.  Notice that Moses had to step into the
cloud and fog to experience the reality of God's presence.
When we're going through a period of confusion and
disorientation, it could be that we're precisely where we need
to be, and that we're exactly where God is as well.

God's two tables are good medicine, designed to help
us instead of hurt us.  But we'll never discover this unless we
enter the cloud and develop a relationship with the Lord.
Perhaps instead of "giving up something" for this lent (if you
do that stuff at all to begin with) you might be "taking up
something" for lent that has slipped away imperceptibly over
the years, like regular mountain top encounters with God,
like regular church attendance at Mount Bethany.

Now that would be "resources of spirit," the Holy Spirit.
We could do some "tearing down of walls," (walls of
bitterness, unforgiveness, selfishness, greed, lust,
indifference) of our own.  Welcome to 1983 . . . . again!

~ Pastor Zoebl

February
Sermon
Series

       After spending
the month of
January in the
windy city of Chicago, now we'll take a trip to "Sin
city," that ancient city of Nineveh.  As a mini
advance "Torah Academy," we will take a "Jonah
Adventure" together.
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Shoot Club date change

The two words "thank you" seem so inadequate in
expressing how much I appreciate all that my Bethany
Family has done for Chris and me.  All the prayers, food,
cookies, and soups have been much appreciated and very
delicious . . . .  and have come in very useful as Chris is still
not to full health from the pneumonia and, of course, I am
still unable to stand long enough to cook.   Now with no
spleen and less colon, I am praying to get my health and
strength back soon.

I have enjoyed all the get-well cards, notes, flowers,
calls and especially your encouraging prayers.  Guess I was
sicker than I knew and glad I don't remember most of it.

All your prayers have helped me to work on getting
stronger so I can get back to church.  I miss all of you so
much.  I am not a person that likes to be laid up for so long!

Keep the prayers coming - I need them!  Bless you all
and may 2010 be a great year for Bethany and all of you

            Your sister in Christ,
                    Harriet

Two little words . . . from the heart

I have held many things in my hands, and I
have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in
God's hands, that I still possess.

    ~ Martin Luther

A big THANK YOU to Bobbie G  for volunteering to be
Sunday School Secretary, I appreciate your service!  Also,
thanks to everyone who contributed to the December/
January  mission project for the LSS Food Pantry.  In
February we are supporting the Ohio District's Hearts for
Jesus project which this year is focusing on taking the
Gospel to India.  Please be as generous as you can in
supporting this mission.

With four classes for children and youth and two adult
Bible study classes, there is always a place for you and your
family on Sunday morning at 9:30!  May we all continue to
"Grow in Christ".

SportsLife Camp is returning to Bethany!  We found
out last fall that weeks were already filling fast for the
SportsLife Camp travelling teams of coaches, so we jumped
at the chance to once again bring this amazing VBS-type
program to Bethany.  This year the camp will last 5 days
instead of 4 (Monday through Friday) and we will meet at
9:00 AM and finish at 12:00 PM  as before.

Mark July 5-9, 2010 on your calendars and get ready
for a fabulous week of fun, faith, and fellowship.  Start
spreading the word with friends and neighbors!

          ~ Kelly Schmidt

1 Join the Fellowship Commission to plan events for 2010
- contact chairman Debbie W to volunteer

2 Help the Preschool by recycling paper in the green bin in
the parking lot; saving Campbell's labels, and donating
Christmas cards with pictures of the Nativity on them

3 Contribute to the LSS Food Pantries on Souper Bowl
Sunday on February 7th.   Make checks payable to
Bethany and mark Souper Bowl                        on the memo line; we
will get matching funds from Thrivent for all donations.

4 Volunteer to assist with the meal to be served at 6:00
p.m. on  Ash Wednesday, February 17th prior to
worship at 7:00 p.m.

5  Attend the February 28 Voters’ Meeting after the late
service - the budget will be presented

6 Volunteer to deliver food donations to the LSS Food
Pantry - call Pam R if you able to take on this task.

  Service Opportunities:

A great quote:
Everything is necessary that He sends.

Nothing can be necessary that He witholds.
~ John Newton

Because of the conflict with the Super Bowl football
game, the Shoot Club meeting on Sunday, February 7 will
be held Sunday January 31.  The group will meet at 12:30
after late worship service.

If you have questions, contact Wayne  or Bill.

LLS Food pantries are needed more than ever with the
current economy and we need a volunteer to deliver food
donations from our grocery cart to the Lutheran Social
Services (LSS) Food Pantry.  The Food Pantry is located at
1460 S. Champion Avenue.

If you are willing to help with this outreach mission - you
can set you own schedule - and if you have questions, call
Pam R or Mary H more details or food manager Dave
Drummond at 614-443-4130.

Food delivery volunteer nee
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On Tuesday, January 12, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake
rocked the island country of Haiti, primarily impacting the
capital, Port-au-Prince.  Office, houses, hotels, and shops
have collapsed.  Hospitals are overflowing and the search
for survivors is intense.  The streets of Haiti are filled with
people in shock and searching for loved ones among the
rubble.

Lutheran Disaster Response is collecting monetary
donations to assist volunteers to travel to
Haiti for emergency relief and long term
recovery.

Emergency relief supplies are
desperately needed and may be donated
through Ohio LDR.

Disaster-trained volunteers are
required to have a passport and
immunizations and personal protective
equipment.

To join an Emergency Response
team or to schedule a long term
recovery team of volunteers, contact
Mary Woodward, Ohio LDR Disaster
Coordinator - 740-509-1132.

Your financial gift will be used for
emergency relief volunteers and
supplies and for the rebuilding of
homes during long term recovery
efforts throughout 2010.

You may give to help the people
of Haiti through your congregation or
synod or send your check directly to:

Ohio Lutheran Disaster Response
750 East Broad St.
Columbus, Ohio  43205

For more information, contact
Mary Woodward, Ohio LDR Disaster
Coordinator at 740-509-1132.

Orphan Grain Train, in cooperation with LCMS World
Relief and Human Care will ship 513,216 "Kids Against
Hunger" meals (two semi-loads) to Haiti next week. Orphan
Grain Train is shipping to Haiti both by air and by sea.

 A semi-load relief shipment of food sent last month
arrived on January 6 and is being used to respond to the
disaster. Each semi-load contains 256,608 meals. The next

two semi-loads were scheduled to leave Norfolk the week of
January 17. Other relief shipments are in the planning
stage. "Kids Against Hunger" volunteers in Hastings,
Lincoln, and Norfolk, Nebraska prepared the "Kids Against
Hunger" meal packets. Food distributions are intended for
all people in need, regardless of church affiliation. (Click
here for the January 14 press release.)

Cash donations of any amount will help the survivors in
Haiti. Shipping one semi-load to Haiti costs more than
$5,000 in transportation costs. Checks may be sent to

Orphan Grain Train, PO Box 1466,
Norfolk, NE 68702-1466. Please write
"Haiti" on the memo line.

You may also give on-line by credit card
at www.Gt.org. Click "Donate Now" and
fill out the requested information. You
will receive an email confirmation when
your gift arrives in Orphan Grain Train's
bank account.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
will add $1 to every $2, up to a total
Thrivent Financial contribution of $1
million, when Thrivent members
donate to one of the following:

    * Lutheran World Relief.
    * ELK Disaster Response.
    * CMS World Relief/Human Care.
    * WELLS Committee on Relief.

Thrivent Financial will add a
maximum of $250 per Thrivent
member donation, and donations will
be accepted through March 31, 2010.
Donations can be made online - go to
http://www.Thrivent.com.

For questions or to make a
donation over the phone, please call

800-236-3736 from 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. Central time, Monday –
Friday. When prompted, please say "directory" and enter
ext. 83003.

We expect that this response will result in more than
$3 million to support the earthquake survivors: $2 million
donated by Thrivent members and an additional $1 million
from Thrivent Financial.

Be a part of the Helping Haiti  effort and make a
difference for the victims of this natural disaster.

Haiti Earthquake Relief  - Many ways to help

   A Spanish rescuer carries Redjeson
Hausteen Claude, 2, after he was rescued
from a collapsed home in the aftermath of
the earthquake in Port-au-Prince.     

                                    - Source: AP

Orphan Grain  Train ships relief

Thrivent Financial makes
a Million Dollar Challenge

Ohio Lutheran Disaster Response

Rescuers search through the rubble
of a collapsed building in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti.               ~ Source AP
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I am 'looking for a few good men and women’ to
serve with me on Bethany's Fellowship Committee.  This
Committee will plan and develop several events for 2010,
including our annual church picnic and the chili cook-off with
Christmas decorating as well as NEW outings we can put
together.  We will also work with folks on the Lenten and
Advent dinner activities - that doesn't necessarily mean
you'll be asked to do the cooking!

Please prayerfully consider serving with me on this
committee.    Call Jim or me if you will help.

Thank you in advance for volunteering to serve on this
important committee.

       - Debbie W

The Hospitality committee provides meals for special
events at the church, such as funerals and voter’s meetings.
If you are not part of the committee and have an interest in
participating, please speak with Kevin Schmidt or the church
office.

If you would like to receive prayer requests from
members and weekly updates on activities in the church via
e-mail and you are not on the e-mail list, please contact
Kevin Schmidt or the church office to be added to our e-mail
community.  Let’s stay connected.

This year the Souper Bowl is
on Sunday, February 7th.  This is the
annual fundraising event for the
Lutheran Social Services (LSS) four
food pantries in Central Ohio.  Please
consider making your donation
following the early or late service.

Please make checks payable to Bethany  and mark
Souper Bowl                      on the memo line; we will get matching funds
from Thrivent for all donations.

���������	
�

Many thanks to the following who were blood
donors for Bethany at the January 21st blood drive
that our church sponsors:  Scott B, Betty B, Eric
B, Ron G, Phil I, David M, Mark R, Pam R and

Pastor Zoebl.     Mary R was the volunteer registrar and
phone callers to recruit donors were Monika B, Sharon J,
Dolores K and Ann K.

Our goal set by the Red Cross was 22 donors; there
were 25 who gave the gift of life to someone in need. God
bless  you all.

 Blood drive exceeds goal

 Hospitality Committee

 Prayer Chain

 Help feed the hungry

Interesting fact:   The U.S. is the world’s
third-largest mission field, behind China and India.
There are millions living without the enduring joy of
knowing Jesus’ personal love for them living right here
in the U.S.A.!

~ LCMS World Mission Harvest News ,
December, Vol. 5, 2009

Quote for the times

Last year we said, 'Things can't go on like this',

and they didn't, they got worse.

                   ~ Will Rogers 1879–1935

To leave the old with a burst of song
To recall the right and forgive the wrong;
To forget the things that bind you fast
To the vain regrets of the year that’s past;
To have the strength to let go your hold
Of the not worth while of the days grown old;
To dare go forth with a purpose true,
To the unknown task of the year that’s new;
To help your brother along the road,
To do his work and lift his load;
To add your gift to the world’s good cheer,
Is to have and to give a Happy New Year.

~ Author Unknown

 The Way to a Happy New Year            Need help to plan fellowship fun
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Bethany Lutheran Church
Pastor  -  Rev.  Dr.  George  T.  Zoebl

Church Phone :  614-866-7755
E-mail: bethanycolumbus@sbcglobal.net

Worship Services
Communion celebrated every Sunday

Traditional Service
8:00 a.m. every Sunday
11:00 a.m. 1st & 4th Sunday monthly

Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m.  2nd & 3rd Sunday monthly

Sunday school
9:30 a.m. every Sunday  Sept - June

Special announcements : Preschool registration is
now open for church members and those currently enrolled
and will open for everyone else on March 1st.  If you have a
preschool-aged child, be sure and register.  In addition,
please make an effort to tell another parent of a preschooler
how wonderful a preschool we have here at Bethany!  Share
the good news!

Speech and hearing screenings  will be held February
9th during morning hours.

During this ‘love’ month of February we are again asking
children to reach out to the less fortunate.   We will be
collecting toothpaste and tooth brushes  for the Lutheran
Food Pantry.  Personal care items are always a need.

       No School on Monday, February 15, President’s Day.

Looking Ahead - please mark your calendar for the
March 19th  for our third annual Family Fun Night .  Watch
for more information.

2½/3’s    

We have had a lot of fun this past month studying
hot/cold (temperature), ice and snow, the colors white &
black, triangles and the number one.  We went on a hot/cold
walk through the church, played with toys frozen in ice and
painted with different colored ice cubes.  We cut triangles
and each made a “My Triangle Book.”  The last week of
January we even played “Dairy Queen” and made our own
ice cream – YUM!

Throughout the month of January, we have been talking
about how Jesus helps other people and that He wants us to
help others, too.  We helped others this past month by
beginning to collect change for the people in Haiti and
making cards for Bethany’s shut-ins.

During the month of February, we will be learning about
the color pink, hearts (the shape, as well as the one in our
body), feelings/emotions/faces, China, the mail and the
number two.   We will also continue working on identifying
our names, as well as each of the letters in them.  Activities
planned include painting a model heart, picking up toys with
chopsticks, writing and mailing a letter to someone we love,
drawing shapes/letters in shaving cream, painting with golf
balls, and playing post office.  We will learn the song “We
Love – Because God First Loved Us,” as well as read stories
about Zacchaeus and Jesus Feeding the 5000.

Jesus Loves You!
Mrs. E & Mrs. S

3/4s
January was, indeed, an interesting month as we

got back ino the swing of things as well as tasting a true Ohio
Winter. We start the month with Groundhog’s Day and a trip
to the Kingdom of “Pp” a fun language experience which
involves all the childen and their imaginations.

Everyone will enjoy stiff and loose movements which
help children develop control of their body with all its
contrasts.

Further activities this month involve the letters Q, R and
S  as well as February file folder games, songs, finger plays,
valentine crafts and surprises.  Our Valentine Party will be
held Feb. 11th at 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Our Bible stories will include Jesus calling his helpers,
the wedding at Cana, Mary and Martha as well as
Zacchaeus. We will be talking about Jesus teaching us to
pray.

              ~ Mrs. W and Mrs. Z

4/5s

February will be a fun-filled month. We will be studying
the letters Q, R and S with lots of activities to reinforce
socialization, art, music and literacy concepts. Music
featured this month will include polka and patriotic tunes as
well as old favorites.

Many fun Valentine activities are planned. Our Valentine
party is planned for February 12 for the last 45 minutes of the
day.

Bible stories will focus on Jesus and His ministry, Noah
and the ark and the promise of the rainbow. Each child will
have a chance to bring home our preschool dolls Betsy and
Buddy for a a couple of days and nights during this month.
We will compile the adventures of the visits into a book for
each child to keep.
                                                          ~ Mrs. B and Mrs. Z

Bethany  P reschoo l   News   and  Ac t i v i t i es



7  Bethany Lutheran Church - Worshiping together since  1958

· Bobbie G who will serve as Sunday school secretary and for Holly M  who will be a member of  the Preschool Board

· our newest members Ron and Bonnie N  - please welcome them the to Bethany family

· our blood donors for Bethany’s blood drive on January 21st: Scott B, Betty B, Eric B, Ron G, Phil I, David M, M ark
R, Pam R and  Pastor Zoebl.    Mary R was the volunteer registrar and phone call recruiters were Monika B , Sharon
J, Dolores K and Ann K

· new Counting Team members Tom R and Pam R and for

· all members of the five Counting Teams: Gordon L with Tom and Pam R,  Carol E and Sue W, Betty B  and Bobbie
G,  Karl R and Rhonda B and Paul V and Jeremy R

· Thrivent Financial who will match all funds donated for Souper Sunday to benefit the LSS Food Pantry and  for

· Thrivent pledging up to $1,000,000  - $1.00 for every $2.00 donated by Thrivent members - a possibility of
$3,000,000 toward assisting Haiti and its people recover from the earthquake that devastated their country

· the outpouring of prayers, money, food, supplies and workers from all over the world which are helping with the Haiti
earthquake recovery effort

· Sam R’s continuing recovery from back surgery

· the continuing recovery from foot surgery for Gloria I

· Cheri W and Holly M who have volunteered to assist with the monthly newsletter mailing

�G i v e   G o d   G l o r y   f o r   . . .

Bethany Lutheran Church
1000 Noe Bixby Rd
Columbus  OH  43213

Return Service Requested
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REYNOLDSBURG  OH
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